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SN|IITH I{A.-R-T\ZIGSEhT
A T T O R N E Y S

215 $ou th  S ta te  S t rcc t ,  Su l te  650  Ss l t  Lake  C l t y r

Wrait4ltta! tf|*r,
1) 413-1600

Date: October l4,200s

Deliver to: Mary Ann Wright

Cornpany Namc: Division of Oil, Gas & Mining

Sending Pany: J, Craig $mith

Facsimile: l )  413-1620

Facsim ile Number:3 59-3 940

Total Pages Settt cn ruairycorcrprscl. 3

Hard Copy to Follow: yes

Ir you Do Nor RD,CEIvE ALL PAGEs IMTVIEDIATELY cAl,L
(801) 413-1600

Cnysrnl RODRIGuEZ

Client/lvlatler:

The inlormation contained ln lhisfacsimile ilessate is anorncy prlvlleged and cortfidential
lnformatton Intendedfor the use of the individual or enlily named above. lf the readar of this
messate Is not th. it tended rcctplent, or lhe errytloyee or agsnl responsible to deliver lt to the
intendedreciptent, yov crre hereby nOtlfied hat any dissemtnatlon, dlsribulOn Or copylng of
this commanlcailon 8 strlctly prohtbned. [f you have received this communication In error,
pleaw immedlately notify sender by telephane and return the ortginal messate to thisf'rm at
lhe above addrest via lhe United States Postal Sentice.
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wrvw. s mithhartvigs en, con

l. Cp.llrc Sumr
j csmi th@smithlawonline.com

October 14,2005

Mary Ann Wright
Coal Regulatory Program -Vla Facslmlle No, 359-3940-
Division of Oil, Gas & Mining
L594 WestNorthTemple, Suits l2l0
P.O. Box 145801
Salt Lalce City, UT 84114-5801

Re: Permit Renewal, Co-Op Mlning Company, Bear Conyon Mine,
gU 5/0025, Task ID #2293

Dear Ms. Wright:

The purpose of this letter is to provide the comments of Huntin$on-Cleveland
Irrigation Company ("Huntington-Cleveland') with respeot to the above referenced
Application in respon$e to the request for such cornrncnt in a letter dated Septembor 15,
2005.

As the Division is undoubtedly aware, Huntington-Cleveland is the largest holder
of state-appropriated watsr in the Huntin$on Creek drainage, as such phrase is used in
Utah Code Annotated section 40-10-18(15)(c). Water riehts of Huntinglon-Cleveland
ptovidc watcr for beneficial use of its shareholders which include not only nearly all of
the agriculhral uscfft in northern Emery County but also the municipalities of
Huntington, Cleveland, and Elmo and domestic use in the unincorporated oounty
sunonnding these coillmunities. It is therefore vitally important that both the quantity
and the quality of this water are protected. Of particular concern are Birch and Big Bear
Springs. Both of these springs are important drinking water sources for Huntinglon-
Cleveland shareholders.

However, despite a number of years of concern over diminished flows fronr these
springs, which are both in close proximity to the Bear Canyon Mine, the Comprehensive
Hydrologic Impact Assessmcnt ("CHIA') which includes the Bear Canyon Mine still
fails to determiae whether or not mining activity in the Bear Canyon Mine has
diminished watEr quantity in either Birch or Big BEar Spring.

Also, the Gentry Mountain CHLA fails to address potential impact and damage to
Birch and Big Bear Springs from Bear Canyon Mine, while it does addrcss potential
impaot from the more distant Hiawatha Mine Complex. This omission is not explained in
the Damages to REsoruces section of the CHIA.
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In ondor to predict and pr6/ent any oontamination, diminution, or intemrption of

the wator sour.,e, it is of pri** t*pon"llor u, t tur rtvai;logi-oal information supporting

the Bou canyon Mini prr;ii including tho probable Hydrotogi:_ 9lttgucnces
(?HC') and the CHIA arQ coillplete, accuate, *a up-to-date. However, rutriewing fte

pHc and CHIA for the Bear cil6; Mior, ii rpnr"i" that this is not the case' To the

sonftary, it appcars that there have bEen very f"w rneasrrrements rccorded after 2001'

Becausowaterlevelsandflowsca$chsngequitelapldlr,it isesscntialthatcontimral
rnonitonng be required and the prrc ue up.i"iea ulori the Division reaches a final

decision r"grrandinu Co-oe Mining Company's renewal application'

Please feel free to corltact me with any questions'

Yours truly,

Board of Directors, Hrurtin$on'Clgveland
Dennis Ward, President
Sherrel rffard, Vice President
Kay Jensen, SecretarY
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